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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

You have strong community involvement in all your work.  You also have excellent links with the Local Authority, 
various interest groups, government agencies and many others.  The photographs provided in your excellent entry 
form show many popular and varied activities in the village - Culture Night, Charity Concerts, Christmas celebrations 
and fishing activities to name a few.  During adjudication, the village was busy with more fishing related activities.    

Interestingly you are a ‘C’ population category in this competition.  We wonder for how long with so many plans for 
homes in the community.  With two new large residential estates nearly completed,  you could consider ways in 
which you can involve new residents in your future activities. For example, during biodiversity week they may be 
interested in planting some trees, sowing some sunflower seeds, or assembling birdboxes that could be put up in 
those estates?

Communication is important and you have a variety of mechanisms in which you share news.  Your Facebook page 
was up to date, and it was encouraging participation in the latest Kildare Age-Friendly survey.  A suggestion box, or 
a community survey, is another way of gathering ideas from across the community.  These ideas could be 
incorporated into your long-term plan for Ballymore Eustace TidyTowns.
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You have a lot of heritage buildings and features in the community.  You have reviewed the 15+ buildings listed on 
the Council’s Record of Protected Structures and identified actions needed to maintain them where necessary.  We 
have not seen this before in an entry form, so you are commended for this.  It was lovely to read the information 
displayed in the centre of Ballymore Eustace and see pictures of Lawlor’s Hotel (now Heaton’s). Next door the shop, 
Doyle’s,  was beautifully presented in a modern rendition of a traditional style.

Empty derelict cottages and empty buildings do not escape the watchful eyes of your volunteers.  The ‘before’ and 
‘after’ pictures in your entry form show the good impact made from this work.  Fogarty’s pavilion was being 
developed during adjudication.  Best of luck with the new facilities here. The entrance gate at the handball court was 
cleverly designed with hand balls incorporated into the design.  Maybe a water butt could be put at the bottom of the 
gutters at the handball alley to stop run-off.   The recycling banks at the handball court were presented nicely and 
were neat and tidy.  

Few buildings appeared to have solar panels fitted.  But we noted that you have applied to the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland under their community grant scheme.  Through this scheme you can involve businesses, 
community premises and private residents in energy audits and devising an Energy Master Plan.  

Street furniture was nicely maintained, such as the traditional water pumps.  And newer utility boxes also looked 
attractive, decorated with painted flowers etc.   Congratulations in getting the foundations for the new shed too!
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Few buildings appeared to have solar panels fitted.  But we noted that you have applied to the Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland under their community grant scheme.  Through this scheme you can involve businesses, 
community premises and private residents in energy audits and devising an Energy Master Plan.  

Street furniture was nicely maintained, such as the traditional water pumps.  And newer utility boxes also looked 
attractive, decorated with painted flowers etc.   Congratulations in getting the foundations for the new shed too!

The Market Square was nicely presented with your sculpture, and rockery and planting.  The rockery was revamped 
recently and nicely reflects the  Upper Liffey flowing down the mountain into Ballymore Eustace. The information 
stands in the centre of the village also included details about biodiversity and nice wildlife artwork by local artist 
Fiona Barrett.  During our Friday visit we saw flags from Ukraine, Spain and of course, Ireland, flying proudly.  All of 
this added to the strong presentation of Ballymore Eustace.  

Many homes on the Main Street had put out planters or window boxes to add to the display of flowers.  Firefly 
Cottage had a lovely collection of pots with sunflowers for example, that still allowed ample room on the wide 
pavements.  You have used planters to good effect to attract attention, where traffic needs to slow down, or to 
enhance not-so-attractive- buildings, on approach roads.  

Overall, it is clear you have taken professional advice with specific regard to trees and landscaping.  This is 
reflected in the high standard of presentation for this category of the competition.

In this category we look to see if you are aware of the important wildlife habitats in your area and what actions do 
you do to raise awareness and to enhance these appropriately.  Your entry was strong.  You have a good 
knowledge of the important biodiversity sites in the area.  Details were provided on EU designated sites for birds, 
Tufa Springs, and well-managed wildflower meadows. You have a grant application approved to develop a wetland 
area.  On the Saturday before Christmas of 2021 you had many volunteers turn out to plant trees and hedges 
around the village. Fish surveys, water quality assessments ark samples other projects in which you're involved.  

You have encouraged many to get involved with wildlife surveys and local projects such as the swift project.  We 
were delighted to read that last year one of your artificial nests attracted swifts.  Unfortunately, we didn’t have time 
to explore the entirety of the ‘Gold Falls’ loop but we were enticed with the nice trail information provided, and the 
new footbridge bridge constructed nearby.  Pictures shows a host of daffodils on the Riverwalk.  The additional of 
crocuses and snowdrops can be beneficial to pollinators, especially so early in the season. 

On the Naas Road it was lovely to see the oxeye daisies. There was a feeling in some places of everything in its 
place.  Don't be afraid to leave some grass areas to grow long, or an untidy corner with logs which is good for 
wildlife in the village core.  

Congratulations to all who created the Wonderwall at Liffey Heights.  How much fun was it to create this work of art?  
Hopefully the wildflowers here do well.  Wildflowers are hard to manage and will take care, especially two or three 
years after planting.  As you may know, the cuttings need to be removed to keep down nutrient levels.  

Take care with your proposed Fairy Walk as nails can introduce disease into trees.  Stainless steel nails are best 
and the fewer holes as possible are important.  Ideally, items would be positioned beside trees, and light wires are 
loosened  to allow the trees to grow without interference.

Painting, weeding, and repair work are some of the actions you have completed here.  Do you organise a Spring 
Litter Pick?  The large National Development Plan funding sign at the entrance to the sewerage scheme should be 
removed. Whilst it does legally have to be kept in place for 5years after the funding is provided,  this is nearly 10 
years ago and should be removed and recycled.

Damaged safety barriers were quickly replaced.  Public bins were available and in use.  Watch out for cable ties on 
posts, and small bits of old bunting.  Overhead wiring outside the church is quite unattractive. Lobbying to put 
service cabling underground should be part of your long-term plan. 

Many roadside bollards ensure cars are not parked on the pavement.  This is important to keep pavements free for 
all users and you are fortunate in the village that most pavements seem quite wide allowing for ease of access.

Once again you have submitted a very good entry for this category of the competition.  Your social media 
communications have helped you to share cuttings, plants and produce.  

One of the major projects you have advanced is the provision of a water-refill station in the Market Square.   It must 
be frustrating to wait so long to try and get this project complete.  Hopefully you won’t have much longer to wait.  
Nearby the local café provides a discount of 40 cents to those bringing their own reusable cups.  An estimated 
200m disposal cups are thrown away in Ireland, so every little helps.    

The hub for co-working office space is a great initiative and will reduce mileage and carbon emissions.  

What are the public transport options in the village?  Are there good bus routes?  You could maybe benefit from 
some bicycle parking facilities in places around the village as it was good to see teenagers cycling around, despite 
some of your challenging, steep hills.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



Damaged safety barriers were quickly replaced.  Public bins were available and in use.  Watch out for cable ties on 
posts, and small bits of old bunting.  Overhead wiring outside the church is quite unattractive. Lobbying to put 
service cabling underground should be part of your long-term plan. 

Many roadside bollards ensure cars are not parked on the pavement.  This is important to keep pavements free for 
all users and you are fortunate in the village that most pavements seem quite wide allowing for ease of access.

The standard of presentations of homes in the village was exceptionally high.  Some recently renovated homes on 
the main street have been very sensitively enhanced.   

There seemed to be a very small number of empty properties, many of which had planning application signs on 
them which is great to see.  We applaud those who have put net curtains and even flower baskets on windows of 
some to give the illusion of occupancy.

The concrete wall along Truth Road had some lovely plants and this should be encouraged on bare concrete walls 
further down this lane, such as ivy. Ivy is a great plant for wildlife providing food late into the season and even 
shelters many birds and even bats.

Tinnycross Bed and Breakfast was another nicely presented residence in the village.  There are also premises at 
the south end of the village which may have been converted from old shops, Glenree, which also caught the eye of 
your adjudicators, as did the Old Garda Barracks.  Your adjudicators struggled to find even one premises that didn't 
look attractive or was not presented to a high standard, or that your volunteers had not enhanced.

Well done on completing a walkability audit.  This would examine rest places, and the ease of access for 
pedestrians to key areas in the village.  From the findings, new public seating has been planned. 
The school looked lovely with its Green Flag flying proudly and the planters at the entrance.  A lot of effort has been 
put into this area and made for a strong statement when you arrive in Ballymore Eustace.  The formal landscaped 
bed at the entrance to the village has some lovely lavender plants.  Other native perennials could be more beneficial 
here as opposed to the New Zealand flax planted.

A new housing development (Riverwalk) was in construction, and it was good to see good continuity of pavement 
down to these homes. 

Arriving at the village from the west, you’ve a nice name stone which is also nicely planted with perennials and 
pollinator friendly plants.  It was a brave moved to make Oliver Plunkett Road one way - this works effectively.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

For over twenty years you have taken part in the TidyTowns competition.  It has provided motivation and direction.  
It has encouraged residents to work together to benefit your community.  It was a pleasure to read your entry form 
and explore your village.  Not a wonder you are featured in films and tv adverts!   Well done on advancing so far in 
this competition.


